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On April 22, 2004, The Program on International Policy Attitudes (PIPA) at the University of
Maryland released a study that showed "a majority of Americans (57%) continue to believe that
before the war Iraq was providing substantial support to al Qaeda, including 20% who believe
that Iragq was directly involved in the September 11 attacks” (PIPA 2004). Such public belief
remained consistent since the February 2003 build up to the invasion of Iraq. Similarly, a Pew
Research Center poll conducted at the beginning of October 2002 showed that two-thirds of
Americans believed "Saddam Hussein helped the terrorists in the September 11th attacks™ (Pew
2002).

How are we to explain studies such as these that illustrate a seeming disconnect between public
perception and the evidence presented and agreed upon by experts? What strategies are at play in
constructing a social reality where Saddam Hussein and Osama bin Laden are identified as co-
conspirators?

In this critical discourse analysis, | examine the discursive linkage of these two entities into a
cohesive enemy in the repeatedly told Bush War on Terror Narrative (BWOTN), using excerpts
of presidential speeches from October 2002 through October 2003. My argument centers on the
construct of adequation explicated by Bucholtz and Hall (2004) in their model of identity
formation. | show how the tactic of adequation is at work in the BWOTN, where the narrator,
President George W. Bush, discursively imposes similarities and erases differences on behalf of
Iraq and al Qaeda to identify these otherwise disparate entities as a cohesive enemy alliance. This
identity is legitimized through (1) a rhetorical coupling of past actions of "terror" carried out by
Saddam Hussein with actions of "terror” conducted by al Qaeda to position the two entities in a
category that is morally and politically equivalent, (2) a discursive matching of complementary
roles each is capable of playing in an alliance - Iraq as a potential source of support (shelter,
funding, arms, etc.) for terrorists and al Qaeda as a potential benefactor of such support, and (3) a
narration that invokes a historical-causal entailment (Bruner 1991) between the past events of
9/11 and future possible events resulting from a supposed Irag/al-Qaeda alliance.

As shown in this analysis, adequation is a tactic not only used by a group to assert its own
identification, but can be used from an outside position to impose similarities on others. Used
from a position of power, the tactic of imposed adequation at work in the BWOTN has played an
important role in defining identities that shape socio-political interaction on a global scale and
has had a profound impact on the state of world affairs.
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